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Also known as a form of ‘cyberbullying’, the harmful online behaviours some 
children experience, may take on new and unexpected forms, with new 
platforms, features, and technology. 

If 2021 saw a boost in conspiracies and “fake news”, then 2022 has been set for a 
bang. 57% of young people get their news from social media platforms. With more 

platforms taking on the ‘TikTok style’ short form video, visual misinformation is 
easier to consume with fewer fact checks and sources.   

Peer-on-peer abuse   

Unfortunately, scammers seem to move with every new online trend as they find a way to 
manipulate popular topics or platforms in their favour. Last year saw an increase in financial 
scams on chat platforms like WhatsApp, which is expected to continue this year.  

Scams   

With social media platforms accounting for 43.5% of where internet users do brand 
research many companies are turning to Influencers to help them market products, espe-
cially to younger consumers. This year you will see more ‘paid advertisements’ or ‘in 
partnership with’ pop ups, featuring humorous or ‘honest’ brand reviews from influencers.  

Influencers   

Misinformation  

Since the start of the global pandemic, there has been an exponential rise in child 
sexual exploitation and abuse online. Last year the IWF warned that nearly half (44%) 

of the imagery it acted on was ‘self-generated’, which was a 77% increase from the 
statistics in 2019.     

Sexual Exploitation   

The rise of immersive VR and AI realities may see vulnerable young people begin to 
distance themselves from the real world. Ignoring meaningful connection with friends 

and family, fixating on their phones or consoles, and neglecting responsibilities like 
schoolwork or extracurriculars are all very real risks that could negatively impact a 

young person’s development..     

Disconnection    


