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In response to the murder of Sarah Everard, and the release of 
thousands of testimonies of incidents of sexual harassment via the 
Everyone’s Invited website, funding was rapidly put in place for the 
NSPCC to create a bespoke helpline to support victims and survivors. 
Alongside this Ofsted was commissioned to undertake an immediate 
review of sexual abuse in educational provisions.

Now, a year on from the commissioning of that review, the progress is 
being analysed to see how these difficult issues are being tackled. 

What were the key findings the Ofsted review?

On 31 March 2021, Ofsted were asked to undertake an immediate 
review into sexual abuse, and the NSPCC-run ‘Report Abuse in 
Education’ helpline was launched very shortly after.
Ofsted visited 32 state and private schools and colleges and spoke to 
over 900 children and young people about their experiences.
The review, published on 10 June 2021, found that the frequency of 
harmful sexual behaviours meant that some children and young people 
consider them to be ‘normal’, and that around 90% of the girls 
interviewed said that sexist name calling and being sent unwanted 
explicit pictures or videos happened ‘a lot’ or ‘sometimes’.

Supplementary packages of support have been built to help build 
confidence in teaching about sexual abuse and harassment. A new, 
non-statutory guidance is also being created, which will cover the 
specific topics mentioned by the Ofsted review. This will build on the 
existing RSHE guidance and provide more detail on when specific 
content around harassment and abuse, including online forms of 
sexual abuse, should be taught.

Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) statutory guidance was 
published and updated in September 2021 after a full review of 
guidance had been undertaken.

The strengthened guidance better supports educational provisions to 
prevent abuse and appropriately respond when reported, specifically 
highlighting the importance of acknowledging and understanding the 
scale of harassment and abuse. It has been made explicitly clear that it 
should be read in conjunction with the Sexual Violence and Sexual 
Harassment Between Children in Schools and Colleges guidance. 
Advice and guidance for safeguarding children and young people is 
already published on GOV.UK.

In November and December 2021, a series of events with statutory 
safeguarding partners and schools took place to identify emerging 
practice and barriers to effective working. This will form part of a 
broader piece of work this year to improve how we as professionals 
work together and support children and young people.

We a new online hub for designated safeguarding leads (DSLs) to 
provide information/support for DSLs in schools and colleges is being 
implemented. Resources for the hub will be co-developed with DSLs 
and subject matter experts.

The review found, among other things, that:

Some staff were generally not very confident to deliver the curriculum 
in areas related to sexual harassment and sexual violence, including 
online Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) teaching did 
not give students the right information and advice in order to make the 
right choices Schools and safeguarding partners were not closely 
aligned, did not fully understand the extent and significance of sexual 
harassment in schools or the local area
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Continued ...

A year on from the launch of the Ofsted review into sexual abuse in educational provisions.

May- 20th  World Bee Day 

May- 25th Towel Day

The purpose of World Bee Day is to raise awareness of the importance of pollinators, the 
threats they face and their contribution to sustainable development.. 

In memory of Hitchhiker's Guide To The Galaxy author Douglas Adams. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2



