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Knife Crime

Whatis it?
Knife-related crime (knife crime) is a crime
involving an object with a blade or sharp
instrument. Knife crime data is published by the

office for National Statistics (ONS), government
departments, police forces and the NHS

Selected offencesinvolving a knife or sharp instrument
England and Wales excluding Greater Manchester (thousands)
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“ The sculpture, made from
over 100,000 seized blades,
was specifically created to
highlight the negative
effects of violent behaviour
whilst solidifying our
critical need for social
change. Not only does the
Angel act as a catalyst for
turning the tide on violent
and aggressive behaviour,
butitisalsoactsasa
beautiful memorial
designed to celebrate those
lives who have been lost
through these violent and
thoughtless actions.
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UK Statistics

In the year ending March 2024,
there were around 50,500 offences
involving a sharp instrument in
England and Wales (excluding
Greater Manchester). This was
4.4% higher than in 2022/23 and
2.8% lower than in 2019/20.

Sentencing statistics from the
Ministry of Justice show that in the
year ending March 2023, there
were almost 18,500 cautions and
convictions made for possession
of a knife or offensive weapon.
Juveniles (aged 10 to 17) were the
offenders in around 17.3% of cases.

Data from NHS Digital shows there
were 3,900 “hospital episodes”
recorded in English hospitals in
2023/24 due to assault by a sharp
object. This was a 3.3% increase
compared 2022/23, and a 7%
increase compared to 2014/15.

Knife Angel
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https://www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk/the-knife-angel-official/
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Knife crime has a devastating impact on the health and wellbeing of individuals,

@ families and communities through.
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Physical Health

Injuries including cuts, punctures,
internal damage and even death.
Survivors may experience chronic pain or
disability. Prolonged injuries lead to
further infections and ongoing medical

Health & Wellbeing

Victims and witnesses can suffer from PTSD,
anxiety, depression and fear caused by trauma.
Involvement in knife crime can lead to social
stigma and isolation affecting mental wellbeing.
Families of victims experience immense pain and

treatments. loss, leading to long lasting effects.
Social wellbeing knife crime creates a sense of
fear and insecurities in communities affecting

For more information Knife crime economic impact due to medical costs and
and its impact, follow Ben Kinsella criminal justice interventions.
Trust

EDI & British Values

social interactions. Knife crime will also have an
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Knife crime remains a significant concern in parts of the UK, affecting
individuals, families, and communities. In understanding and tackling this
issue, it is important to reflect on how knife crime conflicts with the fundamental
British values we uphold in society: democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty, mutual respect, and tolerance.

The Rule of Law is a cornerstone of British society. It ensures that everyone is held
accountable for their actions, and it protects individuals from harm. Knife crime directly
violates this value by undermining safety and justice, often leading to serious injury or loss
of life.

Mutual Respect and Tolerance are essential for building strong communities. Knife crime
often arises from a breakdown in these values — whether through peer pressure, gang
involvement, or a lack of positive role models. Promoting respect for others can help prevent
the isolation and anger that sometimes lead young people to carry knives.

Individual Liberty gives us the freedom to make choices, but with freedom comes
responsibility. Carrying a knife may seem like a way to gain protection or power, but it
ultimately restricts the liberties of others and endangers lives. Education on responsible
choices is vital in helping young people understand the consequences of violence.
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https://benkinsella.org.uk/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/
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Several factors can make individuals, particularly young people,
more vulnerable to knife crime:

Socioeconomic Factors - Poverty, social exclusion, and a lack of
opportunities can increase vulnerability

Peer Pressure and Gang Culture - Some young people carry knives
due to peer pressure or to gain status and respect within their
communities

Find out more about safeguarding at TTP here and
how you can report a concern.

Research shows that knife offenders
exhibit a considerable degree of
diversity, indicating that there may be
subtypes within this population. For

Social status

Having a knife can be

instance, female perpetrators tend to Braadio Rt

commit offences in domestic settings, W coiloi]

whereas males are more likely to do so A Exploitation
in community settings (Gerrard et al., e e sl

2017). rplon andcaoree

Furthermore, knife offenders who are S

affiliated with gangs differ from those Why

who are not. Gang-related knife crime children

involves ‘instrumental aggression’as a kﬁ\r;reys

means to an end to protect ‘territory’ Adverse Childhood R
for illegal drug sales. By contrast, non- SESEEE

gang-related knife crime involves Mot :;"E:J:}f'
young people with previous adverse aociiontscayo loadto offoding
experiences (ACEs) acting alone and ' Fear and

showing 'hostile/expressive PR

aggression.’ (Jareno-Ripoll et al., kalvee o on sy

2024). "ottt

Digital

Knife crime remains a critical issue in many communities, but digital tools are
playing an increasingly vital role in prevention, support, and law enforcement.
Here’s how technology is being used to tackle the problem.

1. Prevention and Education

Digital campaigns and tools help educate young people about the dangers of knife crime:

Social Media Campaigns like #KnifeFree use platforms such as TikTok and Instagram to reach youth.
Interactive Apps and Games simulate real-life scenarios to promote better choices.

Online Training and webinars equip teachers, parents, and youth workers with strategies for early
intervention.

2. Support for Victims and At-Risk Youth

Access to discreet, online mental health and counselling services makes support more accessible:
Anonymous Services such as Shout 85258 and Kooth provide mental health support without stigma.
Peer Forums and digital youth networks offer a safe space to share experiences and seek help.
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https://www.total-tp.com/report-safeguarding/
https://www.total-tp.com/about-us/safeguarding/
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3. Law Enforcement and Data Tools

Technology helps police and community organisations respond more effectively:
Crime Mapping tools identify hotspots for targeted interventions.

Reporting Apps like Fearless enable anonymous tips about potential or active threats.
Al and Predictive Policing help forecast where violence might occur next.

4. Community-Led Digital Support

Grassroots and youth-led digital initiatives empower communities:

Messaging Groups (e.g., WhatsApp) share real-time safety alerts and updates.

Mentorship Platforms connect young people with positive role models online.

Youth Media Projects encourage storytelling through podcasts and videos to spread awareness.

Key Initiatives
Ben Kinsella Trust — Online workshops on knife crime consequences.

Catch22 - Digital engagement programs for at-risk youth. J une 202 5
StreetDoctors - Virtual training on emergency response and first aid.
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